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Abstract 
High schools choose nicknames to set themselves apart from others in the same city or state. Nicknames are often used to conjure 
up images ofpower, strength, and fearlessness. Yet, many are chosen based on geographic characteristics oftheir town, city or region. 
In this paper, each of the Wisconsin's 429 public high schools was identified and its nickname noted. Many of the state's high school 
nicknames have interesting histories and many are related to their location within the state. All told, 71 % have nicknames that have 
some geographic significance. They fall into eight categories: biogeography (35% - e.g., Oconomowac Coons); peoples native to 
Wisconsin (12% - Big Foot Chiefs); economic geography (5% - Monroe Cheesemakers); place name similarity (5% - Badger 
Badgers); ethnic settlement (5% - Oostburg Flying Dutchmen); geomorphic features (5% - Horicon Marshmen); historical geography 
(3% - Kaukauna Galloping Ghosts); war-related (l % - Eau Claire Memorial Old Abes). Wisconsinites appear to possess a high degree 
of geographic awareness based on the percentage of high school nicknames linked to physical and cultural characteristics . 

Introd uction 

1lllIhat's in a name? A name can relate to history, 
heritage, folklore, natural surroundings or dreams of 
the future. Nicknames, on the other hand, are 
substitute names that are' often 'more descriptive, 
diminutive, humorous or given in affection. When it 
comes to sports teams, nicknames are often used to 
conjure up images of power, strength, fearlessness 
and victory over some hapless opponent. Sports 
teams choose nicknames to set themselves apart from 
others. A unique nickname will distinguish one team 
from others in the same city, state or even within the 
same country. At one time, the choice of a nickname 
was meaningful and significant. Often, time blurs the 
original relevance of a nickname. Today, students 
and athletes carryon nickname traditions with spirit 
and pride, often oblivious to their origin. The 
research reported herein focuses on the significance 
of Wisconsin public high school nicknames from a 
geographic perspective. 

The process by which teams acquire nicknames 
varies. A common way that university and high 
school teams got their nicknames was from news
paper sports reporters (Sloan and Watts, 1993). Some 
sports reporters had the habit of giving athletic teams 
nicknames in articles or columns and many times 
schools eventually adopted those names as their own 
(Sloan and Watts, 1993). For example, consider 
Hurley High School's boys basketball team that went 
to the state tournament in the 1940s. Many of their 
players were small in stature and because of this, a 
reporter wrote that they looked like "midgets" while 
playing against teams with taller players. The name 
caught on and today, Hurley's teams are still known 
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• as the "Midgets." 
Another way that schools have acquired 

nicknames is through a contest in which the student 
body votes on a nickname. For example, Indiana State 
University had a vote many years ago to determine its 
nickname. One student nominated the "Sycamores" as 
an option and this name had more support than the 
others on the ballot, so it was chosen as the school's 
official nickname. Another example can be found at 
Homestead High School in Wisconsin. In 1959, the 
school voted on the "Highlanders" or "Colts" as 
possible nicknames. The "Highlanders" received the 
most votes. Other means by which schools acquired 
nicknames are through school yearbooks, school 
newspapers or through statements made by coaches. 
For example, Allegheny College in PelU1sylvania got 
its nickname from a popular publication that started in 
1925, called the "Allegheny Alligator" (Franks, 1982). 
Soon, Allegheny's athletic teams became known as the 
"Alligators. " 

In many instances, the nickname chosen for a 
school is tied to the history of the school, region or the 
state in which it is located. Also, the physical 
geography of the surrounding area of the school, as 
well as local industry, may have had an influence on 
the adoption ofschool nicknames. There are numerous 
examples of unique nicknames found at the collegiate 
level that have been chosen based on local geography 
or history. Examples are the TelU1essee Volunteers, 
Iowa State Cyclones, Louisiana (Lafayette) Ragin' 
Cajuns, Purdue Boilermakers and Wyoming Cowboys. 

Can examples ofunique team nicknames be found 
locally as well? More specifically, do the nicknames of 
Wisconsin public high schools' athletic teams tell us 
anything geographical about the surrounding area in 
which the school is located? These are important 
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questions to ask because they are germane to the 
discipline of geography, as a part of place name 
geography. The nicknames of certain Wisconsin high 
schools may tell us something about the area in which 
the school is located, whether it be a certain ethnic 
group that settled at the location, native peoples or 
animals in the area, the physical landscape of the 
region or the prominent industry of the area . 

Background Information 

Few books have been written about school 
nicknames and mascots. Two works in particular are 
worth noting: College Nicknames by Sloan and Watts 
(1993) and What's in a Nickname? by Franks (1982). 
Both are well organized and provide detail about the 
history of every American university's nickname and 
mascot. However, no books have been written about 
high school nicknames. 

Many newspaper and magazine articles have 
covered the political debate surrounding the contro
versial use of Native American-related nicknames 
and mascots. Also, there are books such as Dancing 
at Halftime, by Carol Spindel, which examine the use 
of American-Indian symbols in professional and 
collegiate sports, despite opposition from some 
American-Indians who say the images used are 
stereotypical and derogatory (Eberhart, 2000). A 
videocassette, titled In Whose Honor? (Rosenstein, 
1996), also discusses the controversy, focusing on the 
University of Illinois' use of Chief Iliniwek as a 
mascot. 

Methodology 

The main database used to find Wisconsin 's 
public high school nicknames was the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association's web page 
(www.wiaawi.org.1998) . This internet site lists each 
school's nickname as well as e-mail addresses and 
phone numbers of staff. 

School nicknames were organized initially into 
three categories: animal, human and inanimate. Then, 
the frequency of occurrence of each nickname was 
detelmined. Nicknames with possible geographic 
links were identified and recategorized. Each school 
with a nickname that had a questionable meaning was 
then sent an e-mail asking for the origin of its 
nickname. Of the 40 e-mails sent, however, only six 
schools replied. As a result of this lack of response, 
telephone calls were made to acquire the information. 
This proved to be more successful, but still, many 
people either did not know about the history of their 
school's nickname, did not care to find someone who 
did, or did not want to talk about it. This final 
instance occurred most often when speaking with 
schools that had nicknames associated with Native 

Americans. It is presumed that the staff member who 
answered the telephone did not want to enter into the 
controversy surrounding the use of such nicknames. 

Results 

Of the 422 high schools surveyed, 71 % have 
nicknames that have geographical significance. 
Animal nicknames top the list at 47%, while 38% of 
nickJ1ames refer to human beings , and the remaining 
15% are inanimate. The nicknames of Wisconsin 
public high schools that have geographical 
significance can be divided into eight different 
categories: biogeography (native animals, birds and 

. insects) (35%), peoples native to Wisconsin (12%), 
economic geography (5%), place/school name 
similarity (5%), ethnic settlement (5%), geomorphic 
features (5%), historical geography (3%), war-related 
(1 %). Because of the addition of the category of 
schools with nicknames similar to their town or 
school's name, it is possible for certain nicknames to 
appear in more than one category. 

Biogeography 

Ofthe 197 schools that have chosen animals, birds 
or insects as nicknames, 146 are native to Wisconsin 
(74% of total animal nicknames). It is possible that 
most of these mascots were chosen because they are 
fierce-looking and strong in battle, qualities that teams 
try to emulate, and also because people could identify 
with many of these animals since they could be seen in 
their area. Table I shows that a great variety of native 
animals, birds and iJ1sects have been chosen as high 
school nicknames and mascots. Bobcats, cougars, 
panthers and wildcats have been included in this 
category because they were once native to the state. 
Sightings have been reported in recent years. 

Peoples Native to Wisconsin 

Before European settlement, Wisconsin was home 
to many Indians. Due to the presence of Indians and 
their reputations as fierce warriors, many Wisconsin 
high schools have selected the nickname, "Indians," or 
a variation thereon. Ofthe 162 schools with nicknames 
refelTing to humans, 52 are related to Native 
Americans (12% of the total). These include 30 that 
are alternative names for Native Americans, 16 
"Indians" and six that are derived from Native 
American symbols or weaponry. Nicknames that are 
alternative names for Native Americans include: 
Blackhawks (8), Braves (I), Chiefs (4), Chieftains (5), 
Redmen (3), Red Raiders (2) and Warriors (7). 

Several nicknames are based on Native Ameri-can 
symbols, such as the "Thunderbirds" and 
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"Thunderhawks," For example, Lakeland Union High 
School in Minocqua is near the Lac du Flambeau 
Indian Reservation, whose cultural presence had 
influence when the school selected the nickname, 
"Thunderbirds," Other schools with the nickname 
"Thunderbirds" are Baraboo and lola-Scandinavia. 
Also, the Oneida Nation High School chose the 
nickname, "Thunderhawks." Two schools have 
nicknames liriked to Native American weapomy: the 
Tomahawk "Hatchets" and the Lancaster "Flying 
Arrows." 

Controversy surrounds the use ofNative Ameri
can names, imagery andJor symbols as nicknames or 
mascots. Many schools take pride in their nicknames 
and the powerful images they represent and they are 

reluctant to change them even if certain groups find 
them offensive. However, some Wisconsin high 
schools have changed their nicknames in response to 
this controversy. For example, Seymour High School 
recently changed its nickname from the "Indians" to 
the "Thunder" and Verona Area High School 
changed from the "Indians" to the "Wildcats." 

Schools with nicknames that refer to Native 
Americans are distributed across the state (Figure 1). 
It is interesting that Auburndale, located in the central 
part of the state, has the nickname, "Apaches," who 
are Indians native to the southwestern part of the 
Umted States. The staff at Auburndale High School 
has no explanation as to how their nickname was 

Table 1. Wisconsin High School Nicknames of Biogeographic Elements 
Native to the State 

Animals Birds 

Badgers (3) Bluejays (6) 

Bears/Black Bears (3) Cardinals (20) 

Beavers/Golden Beavers (4) Eagles/Golden Eagles/Silver Eagles (18 

Bobcats (2) Falcons (11) 

Bucks (1) Firebirds (1) 

Buffaloes (1) Goslings (1) 

Coons (1) Hawks (2) 

Cougars (5) Orioles (4) 

Elks (1) Owls (1) 

Foxes (1) Redbirds (2) 

Panthers (23) Red Robins (2) 

Wi 'idcats (13) Redwings (1) 

Wolverines (3) 

W olves/Timberwolves (5) 

Insects: Trees: 

Crickets (1) Oaks (1) 

HornetslHornettes (10 
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Figure 1. Location ofPubJic High Schools With Nicknames Associated With Native Americans 
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acquired. It may be that the Apaches were one of the 
last tribes to accept defeat at the hands of the United 
States Army during the Plains Indian Wars. Also, the 
Apaches had a heroic, strong warrior leading them, 
named Geronimo. 

Place Name and School Name Similarity 

Many schools have nicknames based on the name 
of their school, or on the name of the town or city in 
which their school is located. These schools fInd it 
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granted land to settlers west of its border. However, in 
1764 the British decreed that the land belonged instead 
to New York, and in 1790, the New York courts ruled 
that land titles in Vennont were not valid unless they 
\vere issued in New York (Martin, 1998). There was a 
great uproar about this from citizens living in the 
Vennont territory. As a result , Ethan Allen rallied a 
group of Vennonters together and marched into New 
York to raid cities and to cause mischief. This group of 
men was known as "The Green Mountain Boys," 
named after the mountain range located in their 
homeland.These "Green Mountain Boys" were such 
good soldiers that they were called to fight in the 
Revolutionary War. As a result of their success and 
fame, Ethan Allen High School chose "Green Mountain 
Boys" as its nickname. 

Eau Claire Memorial High School has the 
nickname, "Old Abes." The story of Old Abe is quite 
interesting. A few years before the Civil War, local 
Indians traded an eagle to a fanner in Eau Claire named 
Dan McCann. When the Civil War broke out, 
McCann's neighbors marched off to war. McCann 
could not go with them because he had a crippled leg, 
so he sent his pet eagle in his place to fight with the 
soldiers. The platoon named the eagle, "Old Abe," in 
honor ofPresident Abraham Lincoln. The soldiers were 
proud to have Old Abe as their mascot and carried him 
into every battle. Old Abe served in the Civil War for 
three years. After the "war hero" eagle returned from 
war, he was given a place to live at the Wisconsin State 
Capitol. In 1865 he was brought to the Chicago Fair, 
where people paid five dollars a piece for his old 
feathers (Young, 1965). In fact, P.T. Barnum, the 
famous showman and circus owner, wanted to buy old 
Abe for $20,000, but the state of Wisconsin would not 
sell him. A stuffed representation of Old Abe sits in the 
Wisconsin Capitol today. 

A third school to take its name from a war platoon 
or squadron is the Kohler "Blue Bombers." Bombers 
were planes tlown in World War II and the word 
"bombers" also refers to the pilots who operated the 
planes. They were daredevils who took great risks to 
target the enemy. Lastly, Lake Mills High School has 
the nickname "L-Cats." The name was formerly the 
"Hell Cats," but approximately 15 years ago the school 
changed it, most likely because "hell" is an offensive 
word to some people. The "Hell Cats" were a tlight 
squadron during World War II and several hailed from 
the Lake Mills area. Hell Cats were fierce fighters, 
presumably like the school's athletic teams. 

Ethnic Settlement 

Nineteen Wisconsin public high schools have 
nicknames that are related to ethnic settlement. vVbile 

a majority of Wisconsin's population is of Gennan 
descent, those with Scandinavian heritage are the 
second most common. Due to the large number of 
Norwegians in certain communities, some schools have 
chosen to reflect their ethnic background in their 
nicknames. These schools include the DeForest 
"Norskies," Whitehall "Norse" and the Westby 
"Norsemen." This is also illustrated through the use of 
the nickname "Vikings." Fourteen schools have chosen 
the nickname, "Vikings," and are all located in areas of 
noticeable Norwegian settlement (Zaniewski and 
Rosen, 1998). These schools are: Co lfax, Denmark, 
Frederic, Gibralter, Holmen, Janesville Parker, 
Milwaukee Vincent, Mount Horeb, New Berlin West, 
Parkview, Pecatonica, Rio, Stoughton and Valders. 

Another example comes from Oostburg. Its school 
has chosen the nickname, "Flying Dutchmen," because 
of the large Dutch settlement in and around Oostburg. 
A final example is the Freedom "Irish," which derives 
its nickname from the religion of an ethnic group. Early 
settlers in the Freedom area during the mid-1800s were 
primarily of Dutch and Gelman descent. However, 
there was a small Irish Catholic settlement in Freedom 
at this time. Freedom High School chose the "Irish" as 
a nickname, not only because of the presence of these 
Irish settlers, but also because it is the nickname of the 
prestigious Catholic university, Notre Dame. Evidence 
is given from the school colors, green and gold, which 
are the same as Notre Dame's. Also, Freedom's school 
song is the "Notre Dame Victory March." Finally, the 
high school's emblem originally was the same as the 
University of Notre Dame 's Fighting Irishman, but 
since has been changed to a generic leprechaun. 

Geomorphic Features 

The fourth category of Wisconsin high school 
nicknames involves physical geography and natural 
landform features. These schools have nicknames 
related to topography, lakes, marshes and rivers 
throughout the state (see Figure 3). Four high schools 
(Cambria-Friesland, Glenwood City, Montello , 
Onalaska) have chosen the nickname, "Hill toppers," 
since each is surrounded by or located on a hill. For 
example, the town and school of Glenwood City were 
each built on one of the 57 hills in the area and tbjs led 
to the adoption of its nickname. In the late 1940s, 
Onalaska changed its nickname from the "Vikings" 
(related to ethnic heritage) to "Hill toppers" because the 
school's r·ival, Holmen, also used the nickname, 
"Vikings," and Onalaska wanted to avoid confusion. 

Homestead High School reccived its nickname like 
most schools did, by way of vote. The vote took place 
in 1959 between two possible nicknames, the "Colts" 
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Figure 3. Location of Public High Schools With Nicknames Associated With Geomorphic Features 
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and the "Highlanders." The nickname, "Colts," was 
nominated as an option in recognition of the successful 
professional football team, the Baltimore Colts. 
However, the student body selected "Highlanders," 
because their school was located on a hill and not 
everyone was a Colts fan. Another example of a 
nickname based on topography is from Elk Mound. 
The land near Elk Mound rises to a lofty bluff of 1,220 

feet and because settlers in the 1860s often saw elk on 
the top of the bluff, they called the place "Elk Mound" 
(Gard and Sorden, 1968). Ultimately, because of the 
bluffs surrounding Elk Mound, Elk Mound High 
School chose the nickname, "Mounders." 

Washburn's nickname, "Castle Guards," is tangen
tially related to local topography. Historically, castles 
are known for their strategic locations on the tops of 
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hills. Washburn's first school was a three-story 
building situated on top of a hill. At this location it was 
said by many to look like a castle. The school burned 
down in 1947, but Washburn High School continues to 
carry the nickname, "Castle Guards." 

Many high schools selected nicknames based on 
their proximity to water bodies and wetlands. For 
example, the high school of Alma, located along the 
shore of the Mississippi River, has the nickname, 
"Rivermen." Another example involves the Horicon 
marsh, a 32,000 acre wetland located southwest of 
Fond du Lac that is well known for its abundant bird 
life. As a result of its proximity to the marsh, Horicon 
High School has the nickname, "Marshmen." 

The schools of Shell Lake, Green Lake, Turtle 
Lake, White Lake and Pepin are all near lakes and have 
chosen the nickname, "Lakers." Lake Pepin is a wide 
stretch on the Mississippi River, while all the others are 
inland lakes. The mascots of Pepin, Shell Lake and 
White Lake reflect things that are associated with 
water. Pepin uses a sailor and an anchor interchange
ably as mascots. Shell Lake's emblem is a Viking ship 
floating on water and White Lake's mascot is Neptune, 
the Roman god of the sea. 

Some schools located next to large bodies of water 
have chosen a nickname that is associated with water. 
Four high schools (Bay Port, Cochrane-Fountain City, 
Pewaukee. Port Washi.ngton) have the nickname, 
"Pirates," chosen not only because of the school's 
proximity to water, but also for the tough, ruthless 
image associated with pirates. Bay Port High School, 
located near Green Bay, chose that nickname when the 
school opened in 1963 because students wanted to have 
a water theme . The locations of Pewaukee (on the 
eastern edge of Pewaukee Lake), Cochrane-Fountain 
City (on the Mississippi River) and Port Washington 
(on the western shore of Lake Michigan) have been a 
factor in the selecrion of the nickname, "Pirates," for 
these high schools. 

Another example is found in Marinette, also 
located on Lake Michigan. Its high school's nickname 
is the "Marines." One might think that a marinette is a 
female marine and the nickname "Marines" is in 
connection to the city name rather than the city's 
location on Lake Michigan, but common logic is not 
always correct. Marinette was named after a successful 
nineteenth century businesswoman whose name was 
shortened from Empress Marie Antoinette (Gard and 
Sorden,1968.) 

A final example concerns Milwaukee's Saint 
Francis High School, which is located on the shore of' 
Lake Michigan. As a result of its location, Saint 
Francis High School chose the "Mariners" as a 
nickname and the school's song is "Anchors Aweigh," 
the U.S. Navy's official song. 

Economic Geography 

A number of high schools have chosen nicknames 
based on the major economic or industrial activity in 
their area (Figure 4); most common in this category are 
nicknames related to the lumbering industry. Before 
European settlement, Wisconsin's vegetation consisted 
mainly ofmixed conifer-hardwood forests covering the 
northern half of the state. Fittingly, this is the area that 
was most extensively logged. As a result, many high 
schools, especially those located in the northern part of 
the state, have nicknames derived from the lumber 
industry. These schools include the Drummond Lum
berjacks, Ladysmith Lumberjacks/Lumberjills and the 
Wausau East Lumberjacks. Historically, Wausau was 
an important lumber town. During the 1860s, logs 
were floated down the Wisconsin River from the north, 
passing through Wausau. Wausau East was the first 
high school i.n the area and appropriately adopted the 
"Lumberjacks" as a nickname and mascot. Other 
schools with a similar theme include the Phillips 
Loggers and the Wabeno Logrollers . A log roller refers 
to a lumberjack who would guide logs down rivers. 

Another example comes from Northwood High 
School, which is a consolidation of the schools 
formerly in the towns of Minong and Gordon. When 
they consolidated in 1952, the area was heavily 
forested and lumbering was still an important industry 
in the area. When decidi.ng a nickname, the student 
body chose the nickname, "Evergreens," based on a 
local business called "Adam's Evergreens," which 
made wreaths and garlands. 

As a result of the abundance of forests, the paper 
milling industry in Wisconsin was able to develop and 
profit. The towns of Kimberly and Nekoosa supported 
paper mills because of their locations on the Fox and 
Wisconsin Rivers, respectively. Today, both the Kim
berly and the Nekoosa high school has the nickname, 
"Papermakers. " 

Three schools in Wisconsin derive their nicknames 
from the rock and mineral extraction industry. The 
first mining to take place in Wisconsin was during the 
1830s and 1840s for lead ore in the southwestern part 
of the state, near the towns of Dodgeville, Mineral 
Point and Shullsburg. Shullsburg High School chose 
the nickname, "Miners," because of past lead mining 
activity in the area. 

Iron ore mining started in northern Wisconsin in 
the Gogebic Range during the 1880s. In 1885, the 
Germania Mine, near Hurley, shipped its first carload 
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Figure 4. Location of Public High Schools With Nicknames Associated With a Local Economic Activity 
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of ore to Ashland, the primary port for exporting ore 
from the Gogebic Range (Vogeler, 1986). In order to 
load the ore onto ships, large oredocks were built. As 
a result of the presence of these massive structures, 
Ashland High School chose the nickname, "Ore
dockers," for its athletic teams. 

The final school whose nickname reflects rock and 
mineral extraction is located in Mellen. The team's 

nickname is the "Granite Diggers," reflecting its history 
of granite quarrying. 

In the past, many railroad lines crisscrossed 
Wisconsin. While many tracks have been ripped out, 
we can still see the importance of railroads through a 
few high school nicknames. These schools are the 
Spooner "Rails," Altoona "Railroaders" and the Benton 
"Zephyrs." Altoona started as a railroad town near Eau 
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laire and was known for its large depot. When the 
railroad ran through Benton, a famous, fast passenger 
train called the "Zephyr" came through as well. The 
Zephyr made its way from Stillwater, Minnesota to 
Illinois. The historic presence of this famous passenger 
train prompted Benton's high school to adopt the 
nickname, "Zephyrs." 

Other schools have nicknames derived from the 
main economic activity or industry in their area. For 
example, the town of Bayfield is a quaint village 
located on the southern shore of Lake Superior. 
Trolling for fi sh has been an important livelihood for 
Bayfield residents for many years, and its importance 
is noted by Bayfield High School's nickname, the 
"Trollers." 

Two examples relate to the ship building industry. 
Manitowoc, located on the western shore of Lake 
Michigan, was an important ship building port, and this 
is reflected in its high school's nickname, the "Ships." 
Sturgeon Bay was another important ship building port. 
Sturgeon Bay High School's athletic teams' nickname 
is the "Clippers," tall-masted sailing ships built for 
speed. 

Located in the town of Clintonville is a plant that 
manufactures semi-trucks. The plant is called "FWD," 
standing for "Four Wheel Drive." This industrial 
activity led to the adoption of the "Truckers" as the 
high school's nickname. 

Another example of how the major economic 
activity in a particular town affects the selection of a 
high sc;;ools' nickname is found in udahy. Patrick 
Cudahy was an early businessman in this town that was 
named aft.er him. Cudahy owned a meatpacking plant, 
which is evident in Cudahy High School's lllckname, 
the "Packers." 

The tourism industry is responsible for one 
nickname. There are many resorlS on the lakes sur
rounding the town of Elkhart Lake so their high school 
chose the nickname, "Resorters." 

Princeton High School chose the nickname, 
"Tigers," which is also the nickname of prestigious 
Princeton University. One might assume that the choice 
of Prince ton High School was linked to that of the 
university; however, that is not the case. The town of 
Princeton, Wisconsin once was the home of a small 
brewery that made a popular beer called "Tiger Brew" 
and according to school officials, this is the basis of 
the,ir nickname selection. 

Historically the town of Monroe, located south of 
ew Glarus in Green County, was a Swiss ethnic 

settlement. The Swiss are well known for their cheese 
making abihties, which is indicated by Monroe' s high 
school nickname, the "Cheesemakers." 

A final example of how a major economic activity 
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affects the selection ofa high school nickname may be 
found in Watertown. In the past, the city of Watertown 
was known for raising geese, and as a result, its high 
school's nickname is the "Goslings." Principal Ivan 
Thompson explains the story very well: The name 
certainly doesn't invoke images of fierce warriors, but 
it brought Watertown publicity over the years. The 
Gosling logo was first used in a high school yearbook 
in 1957, although it appears to look more like ducks 
than full-fledged geese. In 1961, however, the original 
Gosling made the front of the yearbook. 

It seems [that] long ago, when Watertown was 
widely known for noodling geese, the city became 
known as "Goose Town." Many farms in the area 
raised geese as a "crop." There was a large demand for 
liver pate from New York City. especially from a 
restaurant called Luechow's. Goose pate was an 
important item on New York menus. Tn fact , there is 
still a rumor today that an item on Luechow's menu is 
listed as "Watertown Stuffed Goose." 

The farmers in the area would make wide, home 
made noodles to feed to the geese. They would force
feed their geese [the] noodles. For some odd reason 
that I have no knowledge of, the force-feeding of large 
quantities of these noodles would enlarge the liver[s] of 
the geese. It has been reported that the liver was often 
so enlarged that the goose would have a difficult time 
walking. Upon butchering, the livers were sent to ~ew 
York for liver pate (Thompson, 2000, personal 
communication). 

Conclusion 

In the past, when new schools were built and 
athletic tcams were established, many Wisconsin 
communities had a significant geographical awareness 
of their surroundings. As a result, most schools chose 
nicknames that reflected the presence of animals native 
to their area, the historic presencc of native peoples in 
their area, theiI ethnic heritage, influenti31 individuals 
in their communities, war-related figures , the physical 
landscape of their area, the pride they showed in their 
town's or school's name, and the major economic 
activity in their area. 

As time passes, people tend to lose touch with the 
history behind their high school's nickname, and as a 
result of this, they lose the geographical awareness of 
their surroundings. This bec3me apparent when collect
ing infOfmation for this paper. Many school st31T, 
including secretaries, teachers, athletic directors, and 
principals, had no idea of the origin of their school's 
nickname. It is evident, however, th3t many communi
ties continue to be proud of the nicknames that their 
schools have chosen to represent themselves and their 



home town. Some schools devote internet web pages to 
the history of their mascot. For examples, see those of 
Rhine lander_(http://www.rhinelandcr.-kI2 .wi.usi.) and 
Butt e rnut (http: // www.butternut . kI2 . 
wi.us/charles%20fischer!pride.html). 

It is important that the story behind each Wiscon
sin high school nickname be documented so that we do 
nOllose part of ourselves, OUT history and our roots. 
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