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Dairy Regions - An Introduction 


Within the past several decades the traditional dairy regions have 

been augmented by the rise of the dairy industry in several other areas 

of the United States. These would include the southeast and southwest 

regions of the country, areas of rapid growth since the decade of thed 
II World War. Changes in consumer demand , price supports, and the intro

duction of non-dairy products have played major roles in changes within 

the traditional dairy states such as Wi sconsin and New York. In the upper 

Midwest the growth of the cash grain industry has had a major impact upon 

the dairy industry, with many landowners converting their operations from 

dairy farming to cash grain farming. In addition, increased equipment 

costs, chan gin g sanitary regulations, labor costs, and reduction in the 

farm family size have also influenced the decis i on to convert from dairy 

farming to some other type of farming enterprise. The corporate dairy 

farm has begun to replace the traditional family dairy farm operation, 

increasing the farm size from the 160 acres common during t he 1940's and 

1950's to the 300+ acres common today. Modernization has reduced labor 

needs while increasing production through both genetic breeding of high 

quality animals as well as quality control feeding and milking programs 

on the farm. 

Wisconsin and the Midwest Dairy Region 

Wisconsin has been a part of the traditional dairy region of the 

upper Midwe st for many decades, the close assoc i ation to major markets 

for fluid milk and milk-associated products, as wel l as favorable physical 

factors, have made Wisconsin synonymous with dairying . 

The Dairy Stat e has earn ed the slogan that appears on the license 

plates of its citizen's cars by being a leader i n the production of butter, 
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cheese, conde ns ed mi lk, dry mi lk, and fl uid milk . Rece i pts f r om dai ry 

products in 1983 represen ted over fifty percen t of al l t he cash receipt s 

received from farm products so ld in t he St at e, a percentage that has 

changed l it tle over the last severa l decades. Th is per cen tage is tempered 

somewhat by the fact that pr ice supports to da iry farme rs contribute to 

an artifically hi gh leve l for dai r y farm inc ome whe n compar ed to non 

subsidized cash gra i n f ar mers or veget abl e f armers. 

Wisconsin was considered a par t of the American dairy r egion as 

early as the late 1800 's in studie s conducted by Babcock and th is no tion 

was reinforced by the stu dies of Baker and Durand during t he 1930' s . The 

period from 1940 t o 1960 was espec ia lly ri ch in da iry r egion studi es as 

summarized by Durand in t he mi d-60 ' s . The Mi dwest was in its heyday with 

respect to popul ation growth and manufactur ing s t rength, al l of which 

generated a need for da i ry pr oducts wi thin the r eg ion. The surplus capacity 

of t he dai ry farms was r eadi l y absorbed by t he developmen t of commercial 

dairy products that coul d be shipped and stored f or relatively long periods 

of time. As su burbi a expanded ou tward and sh i pping meth od s improved in t he 

1960's and 1970's t he dairy f arm mo ved furt her ou t ward from the metr opoli tan 

area that it served. 

The changi ng die tary habit s of the consumer during t he 1970 ' s , 

notab ly the concern f or f at an d cho les t erol i n the di et, began to impact 

upon the gr owt h of the dairy indus try. Price suppor t s, at one t i me a sma ll 

factor in dairyi ng, became muc h more import ant as energy costs, non-d airy 

substitutes, and stricter dairy farm operating cond iti ons began to change 

t he family dairy farm oper at i on into a much more business conscio us enter 

prise. 

Although t he general publ ic viewed t he so-cal l ed Midwest dairy 

region as fo llow ing set bo undari es, often s t ate boundaries , Weaver i n his 

1950's study of crop comb inat io n reg ions noted th at rather th an po l i t ical 

boundaries there were other fac t ors at work in def ini ng the Mi dwest da iry 

region. Weaver noted there was a definite tr ans i tion zone between the 

dominant cash grain areas of the Midwe st an d the t radi tional da iry area 

of the Midwest. Weaver's study concluded that t he da i y/cash grain 

transition zone was locat ed south of the Wi sconsin- I lli nois border. Fr ey 

and Platt subsequentl y spec ul ated that t he boundary had moved further north, 

somewhere along a l i ne between Milwauk ee and Du buque and thence Northwest 

towards Rocheste r , Minnesota . 
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The Southern Wisconsin Dairy Area 

At one time the area between the Illinois border and a line 

generally drawn along the Mississippi River-Wisconsin River to the 

Wisconsin Dalles and then eastward to Lake Michigan was a major milk 

producing area (Figure 1). Increased State and federal sanitary codes 
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Figure 1: SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DAIRY AREA 

for farm operations, the rise of large milk processors, and milk price 

alterations resulted in a decline in local processing facilities and 

family dairy farms. The 1970's and 1980's saw the rise of large corporate 

farms according to the U.S.D.A.; with increased capital costs and environ

mental concerns many small family owned di ary farms have been converted to 

cash grain farms under corporate ownership or lease arrangements. The 

number of dairy herds in the southern part of the state has dropped by 40% 

while soybean acreage has increased by 500% and corn for grain acreage by 

75%. 

Changes in the Southern Wisconsin Dairy Area 

A review of U.S.D.A. statistics indicates that farm enterprises in 

the southern area of Wisconsin have undergone considerable change with 

respect to crops grown and dairying over the past 20 years. Traditional 

crops of alfalfa and silage corn have declined in acreage while soybean 

and corn for grain acreage have risen. During the same ti me period the 

total number of milk cows in the southern Wisconsin dairy area has been 

on the decline (Table 1). The count ies within the immediate Milwaukee 

area such as Waukesha, Walworth, Roc k, and Kenosha had over 60% declines 

in number of milk cows be tween 1965 and 1985. Racine County, to the 

immediate south of Milwauk ee, has had a 55% reduction in milk cows and 
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will exceed a 60% reduction by 1990. The onl y county in t he area to have 

an increase in milk cows was Grant County on the far west side of the area 

which had a 7% increase. 

TABLE 1 

CHANGE IN SOUTHERN WISCONSIN FARM PRODUC TION 
1965-1985 

Corn for Corn for Milk Mi lk 
County Gra in Silage Soybeans Alfa lfa Prod. Cows 

Columbia 85% - 11 % 488% 13% 30% - 1% 

Dane 69% -49% 744% -17% 7% -2 3% 

Dodge 45% -6% 1, 233% -4% 15% -1 7% 

Grant 55% 19% 100% 8% 75% 18% 

Green 38% 19% 367% 26% 17% -12% 

Iowa 71% 1% 233% 16% 27% -9% 

Jefferson 40% - 11% 900% -3 1% 7% -21 % 

Kenosha 70% -14% 245% -7 3% -3 5% -81% 

LaFayette 60% 36% 3,000% 7% 25% -10% 

Milwaukee 6% -2,400% 47 1% -1 30% -88% -150% 

Ozaukee 100% -126% 1,033% -1 3% 7% -29% 

Racine 48% 0% 204% -5 7% -1 % -39% 

Rock 37% -42% 191 % -42% -23% -63% 

Walworth 44% -78% 417% -96% -46% -91% 

Wa shington 44% - 32% 1,140% -1 3% 15% -1 7% 

Waukesha 140% -202% 35 3% -7 5% -5 9% -93% 

The percent change in milk production within the southern ~Ji scons i n 

dairy area was not as dramatic as the r eduction i n mi lk cows. Ma j or reasons 

would include better geneti c breedi ng progr ams, improved ve terinar ian care, 

and better feed ration regimens. Those counties wi th the largest drop in 

dairy cows also had the greatest decline in mil k production with Wa ukesha 
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and Walworth Count i es hav i ng over 45% reduct ions, and Rock and Kenos ha 


Counties exceeding 20% reductions. Grant County experienced the largest 


positive gain. 


A THREE COUNTY EXAMPLE OF DECLINING DAIRY INFLUENCE 

Jefferson, Rock and Walworth Counties have experienced a steady 

decline in dairying for t he past several decades , this becomes obvious by 

traveling through the three county area and noting the abandoned dairy 

operations scattered throughout the counties. Ch an ge in acreage for select 

crops is shown in Table 2 with each county hav i ng a 30%+ drop in alfalfa 

acreage, still a staple crop for any dairy farm operation, and, except for 

Jefferson County. the drop in corn for silage is equall y precipitous. The 

increased acreage of cor n and soybeans tends to indicate a trend away from 

traditional dairy cow crops. 

TABLE 2 


SELECT CROP ACREAGE AND PERCENT CHANGE: 1965-1985 


Jefferson Co. Rock Co. Walworth Co. 

Crop Type 1965 1985 change 1965 1985 change 1965 1985 cha'!,ge 
Alfalfa 62.7 48.0 -31% 51.6 43.0 -42% 51.6 26.3 -96% 

Si. Corn 19.3 17.4 -11% 20.2 14.2 -42% 19.8 11 . 1 -78% 

Gr. Corn 51.0 72 .0 +40% 114.0 156.0 +37% 69.0 100.0 +44% 

Soybeans 2.0 20.0 +900% 20.3 59.0 +191% 7.2 37.0 +417% 

(crop acreages are in 1,000's of acres planted) 

In Rock County the two cash grain crops noted in Table 2 account for 

over one half of the total land devoted to farmland while the two tradi

tiona1 feed crops for dairy cows in the county have fal l en t o less t han 15% 

of the total cropland. While it is conceded that a per cent age of the corn 

for grain may be fed to dairy cows the loca l A.S .C.S. office estimates that 

90% of the crop is for seed corn or cash grain. Walworth County has similar 

values with extensive acreage loss for alfalfa and corn for silage and major 

acreage gains in the two cash grains. Jefferson County has not experienced 

such dramatic losses in alfalfa and corn for si lage acreage nor the large 

total acreage gains in the two cas h gr ai ns . Cash grains in the county 

account for only one third of the total cropland, however, the traditional 

crops for dairying occupy one quarter of the total county cropland. 
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Milk production in the three count ies has shown either a very 

slight increase, as i n the case of Jeffers on County, or moderate to large 

decreases as in the case of Rock and Walwor th Count i es respect i vely 

(Table 3). The eastern half of the southern Wi sconsi n dairy ar ea follows 

TABLE 3 


CHANGE IN MILK COWS AND MILK PRO DUCTION: 1965 -1985 


Jeffers on Co . Rock Co. Walworth Co. 

Dairy Item 1965 1985 change 1965 1985 change 1965 1985 change-
Milk Prod. 354 379 +7% 394 320 -23% 356 244 -46% 
Dairy Cows 36 29 -21% 40 24 - 63% 36 19 -91% 

(milk product i on i n 1,000,000's pounds, cows i n 1,000's an imals) 

this three co unt y pattern of gener al ly dec l in ing mi l k pr oduc tion wi t h an 

average decline of 20% in product ion. This vari es fr om Mil wa ukee 's 88% 

reduction in product ion to Washington Coun ty ' s 15% i ncr ease in pr oducti on . 

Trends for the aforementioned cr ops, and dairy cows, f or Jeffer so n 

County (Figure 2) show corn for grain and soybean acreage ro se r ap idl y f r om 

1970 to 1980 in response to favorab le pr ices as soci at ed with wor l d demand. 

In addition many farmers reached ret i rement age without a fami ly member 

willing to cont i nue in farm i ng which often resul t ed in t he s al e of the 

farm, most like ly ei ther to another dai ry fa rmer or t o a cash gr ai n fa rmer . 

Decline in dairy cows co i nci des with decl i ne in alfalfa and si l age corn 

acreage; these t wo crops are gener ally r ecogni zed as be i ng close ly ass oci

ated with dairy farming. 
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Figure 2: CROP ACREAGE AND TOTAL COWS FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, WI: 1965-85 
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One of the reasons that the county has not witnessed as notable a 

drop in dairying as some surrounding counties is the physical geography 

of the county. The county is dominated by ground moraine from the Green 

Bay lobe of the Wisconsin ice sheet with resultant terrain, soils, and 

drainage factors better suited to hay and si l age crops. These crop types, 

especially alfalfa, are more soil erosion retardant in rolling terrain than 

the cash grain crops; furthermore, the large equipment associated with cash 

grain is better suited to flat or gently undulating terrain. Areas of 

spring wetness due to high water table levels are also better suited to hay 

and silage crops. 

Rock County's selected cropland trends, and dairy cows, show the 


same rise in cash grain acreage (Figure 3) from 1970 to 1980 but the decline 


in dairy cows is more pronounced than in Jefferson County. The prime reason 
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Figure 3: CROP ACREAGE AND TOTAL COWS FOR ROCK COUNTY, WI: 1965-85 

for the larger proportion of land in cash grain farms for Rock County is 

due to the fact that nearly one half the county is an old glacial outwash 

plain. The Rock Plain, the local area term for the outwash area, is 

devoted almost exclusively to either cash grain or seed grain farming, 

notably seed corn. Farm size on the Rock Plain has consistently increased 

over the past several decades due to farm consolidation and the high cost 

of equipment associated with cash grain farming. The northern portion of 

the county is characterized by several moraines with intervening broad 

valleys that at one time supported many dairy farms. This rolling hill 

country, along with the river valleys - dominated by the Rock River which 

bisects the county from north to south, is still the major area of dairying 

in the county. 
85 
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Walworth County shows the greatest decline i n number of dairy cows 

and associated decl ines in alf al f a and corn fo r sil age acreage. The 

county's physiogr aphy is t ypi cal gl aci al terra i n, wi t h the no r t hwest corner 

part of the Kettle Mora ine interlobate mor aine , t he mid-cou nty area domi

nated by several Lak e Michi gan i ce lobe mor aines , and t he southern port i on 

a typical outwash area. The dec line of the land i n typ i cal dairy farm 

crops (Figure 4) in the northern two thirds of the county is primarily 

attributable to the growth of the recreation home ind ust ry an d th e movement 
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Figure 4: CROP ACREAGE AND TOTAL COWS FOR WALWORTH COUNTY, WI: 1965-85 

outward from the Mi l waukee metropolitan area of the commu t er res i dent. 

Residental and commerc ial developme nt of l and has moved outward several 

miles from many of the co unt y' s recreation lakes, no t ab le Lauder dal e, 

Whitewater, and Geneva Lakes. In additi on, some of t he scenic mora i ne 

country has been subdivided into expensive homesi t es fo r people whose 

prime employment location is i n the Milwaukee met ropoli tan area. This 

morainic area was at one time t he dominant da i ry farm location and r ema i ns 

the prime dairy area i n t he county today. 

The previ ous graphs indi cate a genera l s low t r end away f r om the 

traditional dairy dom in ance ; n the three county area when total number of 

cows and the cr ops generally associated with dairy farms are cons i dered. 

Soybean acreage has escalated rapidly si nce the mid-70 's wh i l e corn for 

grain, after the 1970's surge, has declined in acreage due to wor l d market 

conditions, the strong American dollar, and overprodu cti on dur ing the late 

1970's and early 1980's. 
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Status of Dairy Farms in the Three County Area 

A three county field reconnaissance was conducted during fall of 
"r 

1984 and spring of 1985 to ascertain the status of dairy farm operations. 

USing plat maps all the existing farms were inventoried and classified; 

active dairy farms were rated from A to D, the former being farms with 

excellent structures, well maintained equipment, quality farmyard condi

tions, and high level herd maintenance. Defunct dairy farms were rated
It 

on a three level scale: t hose that could be placed back in operation with 

minimal facility upgrade; those that were less likely to be returned to 

dairy farm operation due to age, missing facilities, e.g. silos removed, 

or farmstead size due to land subdivision; and, those that were seriously 

dilapidated. 

Of the 3,705 defunct dairy farms in the three county area 12% were 

in very good condition while 19% were in a very dilapidated condition. 

The remaining farmsteads were not severely dilapidated but would be 

unlikely to be refurbished for reasons ranging from lack of modern milking 

facilities to removal of structures. The defunct dairy farms in very good 

condition had ceased functioning for a variety of reasons as determined by 

random interviews andarandom mailed questibnnaire. Reasons included age 

of farmer, desire for a different life style, lack/cost of farm labor, and 

high capital investment and excessive debt vis a vis economic return. 

The percent of defunct dairy farms is highest in Walworth County 

and the southern portion of Rock County (Figure 5). Cash grain conversion 

is dominant along the southern tier of these two counties in the glacial 

outwash area. In Walworth County the aforementioned recreational and rural 

commuter development have been instrumental in the demise of dairy farms, 

while in the central part of Rock County an interstate highway and the 

urban growth of Beloit and Janesville have impacted upon dairy farm reten

tion. In Jefferson County abandonment is greatest along the northern tier 

of townships due to an east-west interstate and somewhat more level, well 

drained terrain that has witnessed cash grain conversion of dairy farms. 

The percentage trend of active dairy farms is also shown in Figure 5; 

no township has more than 80% of its dairy farmsteads in operation, and only 

one township, in northwest Roc k County, has between 60% and 80% of the dairy 

farmsteads in active use. Total active dairy f arms for the three counties 

is 1,956, or slightly over one third of the inventoried dairy farms are 
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st ill active. Jefferson and Rock Counties have over one t hird of t heir 

dairy farmsteads i n operation wh ile Wal worth Co unty has under one fifth 

of its dairy farmsteads in an active state of mi l k production. 

A summary of t he defunct and activ e dairy fa rms i n Jef ferson County 

is shown in Table 4. The dom i nant townsh i ps in act ive dai ry fa rms ar e 

those through the central and southern part of t he co unt y , t his area has 

considerable high water table land , i rregular ter ra in due to gl aci al 

deposition features , and br oad floodpla i n ar eas of sever al s t reams that 

fl ow in the inter-mor ain ic lowl ands wh ich are ch aracterized by high wat er 

table conditions. Oak l and and Lak e Mills t ownshi ps have over 50% of t he 

dairy farmsteads as active dairy farms, whi l e the northern tier of 

counties has under 30% of the farmste ads in act i ve dairy operati on. 

Ma j or abandonment has taken place in t he northe n t ownsh ips of Water l oo , 

Mil ford , Water t own, and Ixonia, areas t hat have shown a hi gh per centage 

of land convers ion to cash gra in cr ops over the pas t twenty years. This 

northern ar ea has al so seen many of t he former da iry f arm oper ators lease 

their land t o cash grai n f arm operatio ns wh il e seeki ng emp l oyment in the 

nearby manuf actur i ng t owns of Waterloo, Water town , and Jeffer son, as we l l 

as commuting to manufact uring jobs in the Wauk esha area to t he east. The 

high level of abandonment in t hree ot her scattered townsh ips i s due to 

expansion of cas h gr ain and vegetabl e fa rms, and dairy farm consol idation. 

Rock Co. 
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TABLE 4 


ACTIVE AND DEFUNCT DAI RY FARMSTEADS IN JEF FE RSO N COUNTY 


Township # Def unct % Defunc t # Act ive % Ac tive 

Aztal an 98 75 33 25 
Cold Spring 44 64 25 36 
Concord 84 59 58 41 
Farmington 
Hebron ! 

107 
43 

65 
57 

58 
33 

35 
43 

Ixonia 120 72 46 28 
Jefferson 72 51 70 49 
Koshkonong 67 55 55 45 
Lake Mill s 49 44 62 56 
Mi lfor d 94 72 36 28 
Oa kl and 50 42 69 58 
Palmyr a 
Sull ivan 

42 
59 

58 
63 

30 
35 

42 
37 

Sumn er 42 78 12 22 
Wa terloo 84 73 31 27 
Watertown 153 75 50 25 

Tota l 1,208 Tot al = 703 

Active dairy farms in Rock County (Table 5) are most obv io us on a 

percentage bas i s in t he western and northwester n t own sh ips of the cou nt y. 

The Rock Pl ain and the central ur ban corridor have the lowest percentage 

of active dairy farms as a percent of total dairy farmsteads. 

The former has t he terrain , soi l, and subs urface water condi t ions 

t hat favor cash gr ain an d seed grai n operations, while the latter has had 

cons iderabl e out ward urban growth since the 1960's which has taxed many 

of the dairy f arms out of ex i st ence. In add i ti on, the const ruction of 

1-90 i n t he 1960 ' s caused considerabl e economic har ds hi p for many of the 

dairy f armers in t he ro uteway cor r idor . 

Percent of def unct and ac t ive da iry farm s fo r Rock County is shown 

in Tabl e 5; on ly six town ships in the western part of the county show l ess 

than 50% abandonment of da iry f arm operat ions. Thi s incl udes the town

sh ips of Porter , Center, Magnolia, Plymout h, and Spring Val ley. Th is area 

has several small streams with broad fl oodpl ai ns and high water levels, 

assoc i ated ro l li ng terr ain of t he di ssected s t ream valleys, and also was 

part of the Mad i son and Monroe milk shed based on t he random in t erviews co n

ducted. The physical factors and the demand for f l uid milk by da iry and 

cheese pl ants i n the Gr een and Dane Coun ty areas have kept th i s l ocali t y 

reasonably vi able as a da iry ar ea. 
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TABLE 5 


ACTIVE AND DEFUNCT DAIRY FARMSTEADS IN ROCK COUNTY 


Township # Defunct % Defunct # Active %Active 

Avon 50 58 36 42 
Be 1oit 40 86 7 14 
Bradford 58 47 66 53 
Center 64 41 93 59 
Clinton 116 80 29 20 
Fulton 88 65 48 35 
Harmony 
Janesville 

79 
63 

63 
65 

46 
35 

37 
35 

Johnstown 84 59 60 41 
La Prairie 85 76 28 24 
Lima 72 53 65 47 
Magnolia 
Milton 

59 
52 

43 
56 

80 
41 

58 
44 

Newark 69 94 5 6 
Plymouth 59 43 79 57 
Porter 55 36 99 64 
Rock 38 60 26 40 
Spring Valley 56 46 68 54 
Turtle 93 92 9 8 
Union 81 51 80 49 

Total = 1,361 Total = 1,000 

TABLE 6 


ACTIVE AND DEFUNCT DAIRY FARMSTEADS IN WALWORTH COUNTY 


Township # Defunct %Defunct # Active % Active 


Bloomfield 56 90 6 10 

Darien 79 79 22 21 

Delavan 76 86 13 14 

East Troy 52 87 8 13 

Geneva 47 79 13 21 

La Fayette 64 87 10 13 

La Grange 87 85 16 15 

Linn 47 80 12 20 

Lyons 59 88 8 12 

Richmond 79 83 17 17 

Sharon 117 87 18 13 

Spring Prairie 68 73 26 27 

Sugar Creek 111 75 37 25 

Tr oy 45 82 10 18 

Walworth 82 80 19 20 

Whitewater 67 78 19 22 


Total = 1,136 Total = 254 
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Wa lwor th County has the smal lest number of active dairy f arms i n 

the three cou nty survey wi th only 254 act i ve dairy farms; this represents 

only 18% of the surveyed dai ry f arms t eads i n t he county. The town ships 

with the l argest percentage of active dairy farms are located in t he 

nor thwest par t of t he co unty (Tab le 6 and Fi gure 6), where the morain ic 

terr ai n and ground wat er conditions are bet t er suited to dai ry f arm 

crops. Twelve ou t of the sixteen t ownshi ps had mo r e t han 80% of the 

dairy farmsteads abandoned or converted to some other farm us e. Th is 

Ie 	 is due to severa l f actors incl uding the r api d growth of recreat ional 

homes i n the l ake country of the central part of the county, convers ion 

to grai n f arm ing in the sou t h. and gr owth of commuter homes ites in t he 

east and northeast. 

CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
Southern Wi sconsi n, once a stronghol d of the da i ry regi on of the 

Upper Mi dwest, and a bast i on of the family f arming enterprise , has under

gone considerable ch ange since the initia l studi es of the region by 

Babcoc k, Durand, and We aver. The growth of Lake Mi chi gan shoreline and 

Roc k Ri ver cor ridor metropolitan centers has ch anged the fac ade of the 

sout heastern and southcentral dairy region of Wisconsin . Higher proper ty 

taxes, in tense competi t ion f rom other dairy regions both near and far, 

operati ng costs , des i re for a different farm life styl e , and gover nme nt 

regulati ons have all had varying degrees of i nfl uence on dairying in 

sout he rn Wi scons i n. 
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In the early part of the century lack of efficient mil k coo l i ng 

systems on the farm and transportation limitations were major factors 

in the location of large concent r ations of dairy farms near urban centers. 

As these two factors were overcome with refrigeration systems and more 

rapid transportation, dai ry areas gr ew larger in size. Tne growth of the 

market and competi tive market prices also played a role in the changing 

dairy region of the region. 

The growth of the cash grain industry ; n response to wor l d demand 

for grain products, declining farm family size, labor costs, equipment 

costs, and more stringent sanitary conditions for dairy farms, in addition 

to outward growth of urban areas, all contributed to changes i n the 

traditional dairy farming industry. In southern Wi sconsin those areas 

that were traditional dairy counties have witnessed farm consolidation 

and associated conversion to cash grain farming and large corporate dairy 

farms. In southeastern Wisconsin the added influence of recreation and 

commuter housing development has hastened the demise of dairy farming as 

a major farm enterprise. 

An examination of three southeastern Wisconsin counties ind i cates 

that dairy farms are vanishing from the landscape wi th some townships 

having under 10% of their dairy farmsteads in operation. Over one third 

of the existing dairy farms in the study area were in fair to poor condi

tion (Table 7), an indication that the next decade will see furth er decline 

in active dairy farmsteads in sout hern Wisconsin. 

TABLE 7 

ACTIVE DAIRY FARMS IN JEFFERSON, ROCK AND WALWORTH COUN TI ES, WI 

Jefferson Rock Wa lwor th 

# farms rat i ng % # farms rating % # farms r at i ng % 

37 exc. 4 . 8 98 exc. 10.0 25 exc. 9.8 
252 good 36.2 481 good 48.0 135 good 53.2 
297 fair 42.6 357 fair 35.6 88 fair 34.6 
117 poor 16.4 64 poor 6.4 6 poor 2.4 
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