
Introduction to the Teaching Unit on Islam ~ 

The f ollowing teachi ng unit on I s l am i s being submitted as a 

requirement for the Global Education Workshop attended on Apri 

18th, 1980. 

The econd semester of the school year 1980/81 I will teach 

a semester ourse, Cultural Geography of Northwestern Europe and 

the Middle East , at Cedarburg High hool. I have taught C tural 

Geggraphy of Northwestern Europe as a nine week course pr v ously. 

Now the courses ve bee combined into a semester course to n

clude the Middle East which has not been t aught before. 

When I s tarted teaching at Cedarburg Big Schoo six years 

ago, geography had never been par t of t he curr i culum . I ave worked 

hard to get the Sc 001 Board to appr ove a geography course, an 

t hey approved the t wo regi onal qu.art er courses fQur years ago . 

I n the meant i me I have been involved in eveloping and t eachin 

an alt er nat i ve progr am called PACE , a more i n i vidualize program 

than the tradi tional . Much to my regret I had to neglect my "pet 

project" , the geography , f or the las t three year s, hoping it would 

become s tronger when my PACE st Udents became j unior s and s ni rs . 

I t was a i appoint ent when onl y 25 s tudents signed up or the 

geography course for next year. The lack of interest in current 

events and in other cultures a ong t he verage high school student 

i s astoundi ng . One would a t least a s sume t hat a co r ae on t he 

Middle East would at tract students , especia l y taking into account 

t e recent happenings wi th the hostages and the much publ ici zed 

United States' dependency on oil from this regi on. 

The regions of Northwestern Europe and the iddl e Eas t were 

*Siri Ne ~ s, Ced~rhurg Hi gh Schoo l . 
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chosen y me because of the tremendous importance of these areas 

to the United tatea. The majori ty of my stude ts can trace the r 

ancestry to Europe , (Northwestern Europe was select ed because of t he 

nine weeks t i me limit) ; more i mportantly , i t was chosen because of 

our close economic, pol i tical, and military t i es to this part of 

the wor ld. The impor tance of t he ddle East to the United Stat es 

needs no elaboration. Our fut ure wil l demand that we better under

stand this land an its people . 

I do not mean to ignore the importance of other regions of 

t he world, but one semester of geograp y was all I could get approved 

i n t iall y. More geography cour es hope ul l y will be added to t he 

curriculum i n t e near f uture as I ho e to stir more interest by the 

present of feri ng . 

Studi es indicate a lack of unders t anding of other culture 

among the ma j or t y of high school gra uates i n t he Uni t ed States. 

eograph r ight f ull y has been cal l ed the stepchild among social 

s t udies. Wher e 1t has been offered in the curriculum, i t often 

has been t aught by a per son with lit tle or no t raining 1n geography. 

We live i n a r api dly shri nki ng worl d wher e i t is essent ial t hat 

people make an at tempt at unders t anding each ot her so that cooper

a~ion and f r iendship will r eplace suspicion d war . What happens 

in another corner of t he world wi ll affect us all . I wi 1 not 

t r y t o summarize all our glo a problem and int erdepend~nce in 

t his introduction , but I firmly believe that geography has an 

i mportant r ole in global education. 

The unit on I slam has been sel ected because it i s ess ent i a l 

t o have s ome knowledge of Islam in order to .lIppr€!ciBte . . t he jor 

r ole Isl am plays in the lives and gover nments of t he people of 

the ddle East. 
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Course: Cultural Geography of the Middle East 

Level : 11th and 12th grade 

ime r equired: Nine weeks 

Tentative outline of the course: 

I. Survey of physical geography and climate 

I I . Historical background 

I II . Islam 

IV. The people and their culture 

V. The f ounding of Israel - conflict between Israel and the Arab 

World - the Palest inians 

VI. Ot her countr i es of the Mi ddle East (Turkey, Egypt, Li ya, 

Saudi Arabia, Lebanon , and I ran - more if t ime permits) 

V • The Middle East and the wor d 
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Un tIll : Islam 

Time: Approxi mat ely one to two weeks 

Objectives: 

Students will: 

1. 	 Name four religions centering on a s ingle God that eveloped
in the Middle East . 

2. 	 Briefly descr be the ear ly life of Muhammad .* 

3. 	 Describe what happened to Muhammad in t he year 610 . 

4. 	 Define islam. 

5. 	 Name what Musl i ms generally call God . 

6. 	 Compare and contrast the Islamic story of creat ion with t he 
Jewish and Christ ian as found in t he Old Testament of the Bible. 

7. 	 Describe each of Islam's Five Pillars . 

8. 	 List ten examples of how the Korean covers more t han religion. 

9. 	 State why rules on diet were important at t he time of Muhammad. 

10 . 	 Define polygyny . 

11 . 	 State why polygyny was permitted. 

12. 	 Give an example of how the Korean protected women. 

13. 	List four examples of the Similar ity of the Korean and the 
Old Testament. 

14 . 	 State how Muhammad felt towards Judaism and Christiani ty_ 

15 . 	 Name which of the three religions was most flexible. 

16 . 	 Give two reasons why Me ccan leaders opposed ~lhammad and his 
followers. 

17. 	Explai n egira . 

* Also spelled Mohammed 
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18. 	Explain why Muhammad came to rule in Mecca and Medina. 

19. 	Name the holy city of Islam. 

20. 	State what happened during t he l ast two years of Muhammad' s 
life . 

21 . Explain the issue which divided the followers of Mubammad 
after his death. 

22 . 	 Name the most powerful Islamic sect today . 

23 . 	 Name the minority branch of I slam today. 

24. 	Explain why the Islamic faith spread r apidl y after the death 
of Muhammad. 

25 . 	 Identify on a map the furt hes t extent of Islam. 

26. 	Ident ify on a map the extent of Islam t oday . 

27. 	State why Jewish an Christian communities were able to main
tain their own i entities in the Islamic world . 

28 . 	 Name where the westward spread of Islam ended in 732 . 

29 . Explain the role of the chief Islamic religious l eader in 
government affairs during early Islamic hist ory. 

30. 	Name who conducted religious affairs under the Abbasids . 

31. 	State why Western civilizations owe a debt to Islami c sc lars. 

32. 	Give an example of I slamic contributions i n each of t he 
following ar eas: mathematics, chemestry, medicine, geography 
and his tor y. 

33. 	Explain the reasoning King ibn-Saud of Saudi Arabia used to 
persuade Muslims t o accept the t elephone and phot ography . 

34 . 	 State the purpose of a Mosque school . 

35. 	Explain why Turkish children frequent ly attend mo q e schools . 

36. 	Expl how the Turkish chi ldren learned the verses and prayers
from the Koran . 

37. 	Give two examples illustrating the Muslim belief that Allah 
intervenes i n the a f fairs of human bei ngs. 

38. 	List four things prohibited by Islam . 

39. 	Compare an contrast the Jewish Rosh Hashanah and the Christ i an 
Lent wit h the . Muslim holY· month.of Ramadan. 
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40. 	Give evidence from the text that show belief i Islam is 
strong t hroughout the Middle East. 

41 . 	 List two exp anations of Islam's s trength. 

42. 	Expl ain why the stricter branches of I slam have gained strength 
in recent years . 

43. 	Explain why Islam's r eligious l eaders often become involved 
in political issues. 

44. 	Desc ibe a Mosli m funeral r itua • 
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Assignments 

The 	 following assignments are from The Mediterranean Rim by Clark: 

Assignment # 1 
Read pp. 28-37, answer objectives 1-32 . 

Assignment # 2 
Read pp. 113-121, anBwer objectives 33-44. 

The following assignments are from Through Middle Eastern Eyes
by Pearson: 

Assi~ent II 3 
ead itThe Dream", pp . 69-76 , answer he fol lowing questions: 

1. 	 Why does the schoolmaster think of himself as a modern man? 

2. 	 What does t he schoolmaster think of t he religious leader 
of the communi ty? 

3. 	 By what means does the schoolmaster a t tempt to discr ed"t 
the r eligious leader? 

4. 	 Who , in your opinion, is the real victor of t he conflict? 

Assignment 	# 4 
Read "The Life of Mohammed", pp. 77-83, answer the following 
questions: 

1. 	 What simil arities do you see between Mohamme d 's lif e and 
the life of Moses or of Jesus? 

2. 	 What differe.nces i n their life? 

3. 	 Stu y the map on p. 82 to answer object ive 26 . 

Assignment # 5 
Read "Letter on Islam" , pp. 84-87, answer the following 
question: 

What does Mohammed Fadhel mean when he says, "Allah, the One 
and Only, the Al ...ah of Abraham, Moses, Je us , and Mohammed" ? 

Assignment *6
Rea Ii he Five Pil lars of I slam" , pp. 88-91 , answer t he follow
ing question: 

How 	 do the f ive essential dut ies of Islam compare to the ones 
your 	faith requires? 
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AasiTeent ~ 7 
ead Ii he Pilgrimage

ing questions : 
to Mecca" , pp. 92-102, answer t he follow

1. What does Raj j mean to f.fu.lcolm X? 

2. What function does Haj j play in Islam? 

Assignment # 8 
Read "If God Will s It" , pp . 103-108, answer the following 
questions : 

1. How is faith in God's will a comfort to the people of Bay~in? 

2. Why do people in Bayt in respect their tradit ions so much? 

3. Why are old people so respected? 
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Teaching Methods 

1-	 Lecture 

2 . 	 Guest speakers 

3. 	 Audio-visual 

4. 	 Large and small group discussions based on current articles 
and readings in Through Middle Eastern Eyes by Pearson. 

5. 	 Research project based on student interest from one of 
the units. 

Evaluation 

2/3 of grade based on quizes and one test to be g·ven over 

each unit,pl us one comprehensive semester exam . 


1/3 of grade will be a research proj ect an other ritten work. 


Participation in class di s cuss i ons will also be taken i nto 

account , in particular to decide borderline grades. 


Materials 

I . Reading Materials for Classroom Use (Will be used for a 1 units 

James I.Clark, The Mediterranean Rim (Evans t on, Illinois: 
McDougal , Littel & Company, 1980). 

Robert P. Pearson, Through Middle Eastern Eyes (New York: 
Holt, Rinehart , and Winst on, originally published by 
Praeger, 1975 ) . 

John R. Randall , Middle East (Lexington, Mass.: Ginn and 
Company, 1968 ), pp . 25-33 . 

II. Audio-Visual Materials 

Filmstrip: Islam: Its Power and Its Legacy (Bear Films 

Inc . and Audiovi sual associates, 805 Smith street, B 1 win, 

NY 11 510, 1974). Two parts. 


Film: Islam: The Prophet and the peo,le (Texture Films , 
1600 Broadway , New York , NY 10019 , 19 5) . Color, 34 min . 

Slides : Assorted slides (some on I slam) f rom the Middle 
East countries, i ncl uding good qualit y maps Can be or der
ed from Mr. Jerry Fix , 7014 Hillcrest Drive, Wauwatosa, 

i s. 	5321 3). Approximate cost 18.00. 

52 



r 


III . Maps and Photographs 

Visual Geography Series (Sterl~Publish ng Company,
419 Park Avenue Sout h, New York, NY 10016 : updated annually). 

IV . Res ource People 

Speakers from Mi ddle East Countries obtained thr ough: 

1. The Middle East Institute ( iddle Weat Regional 
Represent a tive, , Jerry Fix, 7014 Hillcr est Drive, 
Wauwat osa, Wi • 5321 3). 

2. 
I v., Milwaukee, 

3. 	 I nternational Scholars (Mellencamp Hal l, University
of Wi sconsin - Milwaukee, l waukee, Wis, 53211). 

v. Background Reading Materials f or Teac era 

John Glubb, The Life and Times of Mohammed (New York: 
Stein & Day, 1970) . 

Mohammed Fadhel Jamal i, Letters on Islam Oxford: 
Oxford Uni versit y Press, 1965). 

Mohammad Pickthall , The Meaning of the Glori ous Koran 
New York: Mentor, 1954 }. 

Philip K. Bitti, Islam: A Way of Life (Minneapolis : 
Un ver s ity Press of Minnesota , 1970 ; Chicago : Regnery,
1971). 

Wilfred Smi th, Is am i n Modern History (New York: Mentor, 
1957). 
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