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The Evolution and Development of the UW System GeoWeb Project 
The UW System GeoWeb project was conceived to be an expansive web site of 

instructional material, with emphasis on Wisconsin, for teaching geography and 
geology. The original intent was to create an innovative opportunity for collaboration 
among UW System geo-faculty through the development of web-based instructional 
material that could be shared system-wide by faculty and staff in geo-departments 
(geography, geology, geosciences, and earth sciences). 

The project was inspired in April of 1999 when UW System sponsored the first 
GeoMeet at UW-Baraboo. The desire to bring together members of geo-departments 
within the UW System was motivated by the success of a similar project involving 
biology and history faculty in the UW System in 1997 and 1998, respectively. Each of 
these System-sponsored collaborations had resulted in the devel opment of a website 
from which faculty and students could share infom1ation. In the case of biology, the 
website was called BioWeb, and was coordinated by Scott Cooper of UW-La Crosse. 
In history it was called UW Syslem Student Historynet, an essentially discussion 
website for history students and faculty in the UW Syslem, under the direction of 
James Oberly of UW-Eau Claire. 

At the Baroboo GeoMeet, the Office of Academic Affairs of UW System hoped 
that UW System's geo-faculty and staff would bond together to develop something 
along the lines of either BioWeb or Historynet. A special session was held on the 
possibility of developing a website where faculty could share instructional material. 
Keith Rice and Karen Lemke at UW-Stevens Point, Gregory Chu at UW-La Crosse 
and Steve Dutch at UW-Green Bay expressed interest in pursuing the idea further. 

After the GeoMeet, Dr. David J. Ward, the UW System Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, under whom] was shadowing as an Administrative Associate at 
that time, asked me to help get the project off the ground . After several contacts 
including personal visits with the coordinators of BioWeb and the Student Historynet, 
I met with the GeoWeb Team, the faculty who had expressed interest in pursuing the 
GeoWeb idea, on July 26, 1999, at UW-Stevens Point, to discuss how to proceed. 
Following the example of the BioWeb and Historynet, the team decided to apply for a 
UW System Curricular Redesign grant to start the project. However, it received only 
10% ($5,000) of the original request to be used as a planning grant. In the summer of 
2000, the group met again to design a layout for GeoWeb. ]t was decided that 
GeoWeb would combine the features of both BioWeb and the Student Historynet. 
Thus, in addition to the traditional website with instructional material that was the 
characteristic feature of Bio\Veb, GeoWeb would also have a discussion site for both 
student and faculty, just as it was with Historynet. The team also revised the original 
grant proposal for resubmission, and in the spring of 2001, it was awarded $47,852 w 
develop the GeoWeb project. This amount paled in comparison to what BioWeb had 
received a couple of years before. Besides, unlike the BioWeb in which each of the 28 
faculty involved received substantial stipends, this gran t provided a small st ipend for 
the workshop leaders, and $100 a day for up to 20 faculty members who would attend 
the five-day workshop at UW-Stevens P oint. The fest of the granl was designated for 
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hiring student support, purchasing of hard drives for the 
server computers that will host the website, and a 
$200 maximum for purchasing software that might be 
needed to develop web-based material. 

The initial plan was to hold a five-day workshop in 
August 20 - 24,2001. However, due to the length, 
time, aod other logistical reasons the workshop did not 
attract enough participants. Consequently, a three-day 
workshop was held on January 9 - 11, 2002 at UW-Stevens 
Point, with 18 geography and geology faculty from around 
the UW System in attendance. The workshop covered a 
wide range of topics including the mechanics of designing 
websites, site organization and navigation, HTML codes, 
advanced web page elements, scanning and web graphics, 
web animations, and discussion of the structure of GeoWeb. 
At the end of the workshop, participants were encouraged to 
develop web material and reconvene at a later date to share 
their work and experiences. On February 1, 2003 the group 
met at UW-Stevens Point to see what participants had done. 
At that time, the group also discussed the logistics of 
getting materials developed by faculty on the project web 
site . Workshop participants are still working on their various 
projects. 

The Current Structure and State of GeoWeb 

Figure 1. The GeoWeb Home Page. 

Figure 2. The Geography Page. 

Physicel Geography Human Geography 

Figure 3. The Geol ogy Page. 

GeuWeb is a collection of web pages. The home page is 
located at hnp:llgeoweb.uwsp.eduJ, and has a six-item menu 
that provides links to discipline-specific and general interest 
pages. These pages are geography, geology, geo-techniques, 
geo-furum, and geo-science education, and geo-links 
(Figure 1). The geography page has a two-item menu, that 
links the physical geography and human geography pages, 
respectively. In turn, the physical geography page has links 
to geomorphology, climatology, and biogeography pages, 
while the human geography has links to cultural, economic, 
historical, political, and urban geography pages (Figure 2) . 

Physical Geology Applied Geology 

The geology page has three items in its menu, one each 
for linking the physical geology, historical geology, and 
applied geology pages. Under physical geology, there are 
menu items that link to earth materials, stratigraphy, and 
structural geology pages. Under historical geology, there are 
links to paleontology, paleoecology, plate tectonics and 
earth history, while the applied geology has links to 

nvironmental geology, engineering geology, and 
rogeology pages (Figure 3). 
The geo-techniques page has links to cartography and 

n.a in . geological mapping, remote sensing, surveying, 
fi eld map i g, and GPS, air photo interpretation and 
photogrammetry, and GIS pages (Figure 4). The geoforum 
page has two links, one to geo-studems page and the other 
to geo-facul!}' page. The student page includes discussion 
groups for both pre-college and college students, and the 
faculty page includes facul!}' directory and a site at which~ 
faculty can post questions about teaching and course 
material (Figure 5). 

The geo-sciences education also has two items in its 
menu. One link is to a K-I2 page and the other to a college 
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Figure 4. The Geo-Techniques Page. 



Figure 5. The Geo-Forum Page. 
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page. These pages are for discussion of pedagogical and 
standard issues in geo-sciences at K-12 and college levels 
(Figure 6) . The geo-links page is a page for linking general 
information about Wisconsin. In addition to the discipline
specific and gelJeral interests menu items, each Geo\Veb web 
page has links to the GeoWeb team information page, a grant 
acknowledgement page, a FAQ page, and a UW System geo
programs page. 

Figure 6. The Geo-Sciences Education Page. 
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Most of these web pages are under construction and have 
no material at all. A few of them, such as the physical 
geography and geology pages, have some information, 
including external links. There is no doubt that much work 
needs to be done on the project, not only in terms of 
material, but also in terms of managing the external links 
(for example, so that they open up appropriately). However, 
the framework is now in place, and the procedures of getting 

material on to the site have all been worked out. The website 
is currently hosted at UWSP. The possibility of getting a 
second site at UW-Green Bay is being discussed. So, what is 
the future outlook for GeoWeb? 

The Future of Geo\Veb 
The future of the GeoWeb project is good, because the 

project has so many potential advantages. First, it will be a 
great resource for teaching and research for geo-facult)' in 
the UW System. Second, GeoWeb will facilitate system
wide information and knowledge sharing among geo-faculty 
and students. It will also provide a site for both students and 
faculty to discuss and get additional help with their courses 
and other geo-related questions. This will hopefully help 
eliminate the isolation some of us face in our work. Third, it 
will also bring system-wide collaboration between geo
faculty and geo-students. It will establish an important link 
with the K-12 constituents, as well as with community-based 
geo-organizations in Wisconsin and beyond. \\'henit is fully 
developed, the home page will have a searchable database 
that will shorten the search process for material. The project 
will also be linked, per a condition in the grant, to such 
national projects as the Merlot and the Virtual Geography 
websites. However, all these cannot be achieved by the 
handful of geo-faculty that have become involved in the 
project so far, which brings me to question: ""What can you 
do to help GeoWeb produce benefits for all geo-faculty in 
the UW System?" 

An Invitation to Participate 
The most important thing you can do is become a 

participant in the project. The project needs more material 
from all areas of geography, geology, and earth science. 
Initially, a requirement in the grant made the GeoWeb learn 
emphasize material on Wisconsin. This emphasis is still 
there. However, under the current atmosphere of 
globalization, it makes sense to go beyond that. The project 
will therefore accept any material you have that you would 
like to share with your colleagues in the UW system. At the 
recent WGS meeting, for example, I saw some treasures at 
the poster session that would make excellent material for 
GeoWeb, and I am sure there are a lot more out there. We 
are also looking for volunteers and suggestions, technical or 
otherwise, that will further the development of the project. 
For example, we need volunteers who can start a student or 
faculty forum or a FAQ. Table 1 gives information aboul 
members of the GeoWeb team and the specific areas for 
which they are responsible. Please call the appropriate tearn 
member if you want to participate or have questions. I look 
forward to hearing from you soon. 
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Table I. The UW System GeoWeb Project Team 

I If you are interested in or have material for Please contact 

Physical Geography Karen Lemke, Department of Geography/Geology, 
UW-Stevens Point, Stevens Point WI, 5448l. 
Tel: (715) 346-2709 
E-mail: klemke@uwsp.edu 

Human Geography Benjamin Ofori-Amoah, Department of Geography/Geology 
UW-Stevens Point 
Tel: (715) 346-4455 
E-mail: bofori@uwsp.edu 

Geology/Geophysics/Earth Sciences Steve Dutch, Department of Earth Sciences 
UW-Green Bay 
Tel: (920) 465:2246 
E-mail: dutchs@uwgb.edu 

GeoTechniques/Mapping Sciences 
(Includes Cartography, Geological Mapping, 
GIS, Spatial Analysis, 
Air Photo and Remote Sensing) 

Keith Rice, Department of Geography/Geology 
UW-Stevens Point 
Tel: (715) 346-4454 
E-mail : krice@uwsp.edu 
Or 
Gregory Chu, Department of Geography and Earth Sciences 
UW-La Crosse 
Tel: (608) 785-6675 
E-mail: chu.greg@uwlax.edu 

GeoSciences Education 
(includes both college level and K-12 issues) 

Karen Lemke, Department of Geography/Geology, 
UW-Stevens Point, Stevens Point WI, 54481. 
Tel: (715) 346-2709 
E-mail : klemke@uwsp.edu 

Or 
Gregory Chu,* Department of Geography and Earth Sciences 
mY-La Crosse 
Tel: (608) 785-6675 
E-mail: chu .greg@uwlax.edu 

For Web-related questions Karen Lemke (Web Master) 
Or 

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah (Co-Web Master) 

For all other questions Benjamin Ofori-Amoah, Project Coordinator 

*PJease note that Gregory Chu is currently at the NSF in Washington DC. 

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah is Profe, sor of Geography and Chair of the Department of Geography and Geology at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Steven Point, WI 54481-3897, email : bofori@uwsp.edu. He holds a PhD degree from Simon Fraser 
University, Canada, an M. A (Higher Ed. Administration) from the University of Exeter, UK, an M.Sc. (Planning) degree from 
the University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana, and a B.A (Geography with Statistics) degree from the University of 
Ghana. He teaches courses introductory and advanced courses in economic geography, urban geography, urban and regional 
planning, and Africa, and has research interests in economic development. 
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