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The 2002 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Geographical Society 

will be hosted by the Department of Geography and Earth Science, 
University of Wisconsin - La Crosse. 
Contacts: 

Dr. Georges G. Cravins, Cravins.Geor@uwlax.edu; 

Dr. Cynthia Berlin, Berlin.Cynt@uwlax.edu; 

Dr. Gregory Chu, Chu.Greg@uwlax.edu; 


Dr. Mehmet Aritan, Aritan.Mehm@uwlax.edu. 


"t / 

/'" 


mailto:Aritan.Mehm@uwlax.edu
mailto:Chu.Greg@uwlax.edu
mailto:Berlin.Cynt@uwlax.edu
mailto:Cravins.Geor@uwlax.edu


DEDICATION J[N MEMORIAM 
.. aTJ).~ .e POEl~LINQ .. 

Written by Georges G. Cravins, University of Wisconsin - La Crosse 

®n December 17,2000, Ryan Poehling died in Gainesville, Florida. At the time of his death, he was in the process of completing his Ph.D. under 
Professor Edward Malecki at the University of Florida. Of all the students I have come to know over the years, Ryan stands out as one of my 
favorites. He decided to major in geography while taking my global issues in geography course in the early 1990s. Over the years I advised and 
nurtured him academically, [ gave him constructive criticism, introduced him to new ideas and techniques, and supported his development as a 
professional geographer. The bond that characterized our relationship was not so muc·h constructed of my initial inspiration of him as of the 
subsequent inspiration I received from his greatest virtues. His sense of loyalty and gratitude; his desire for continuous learning; and his cherished 
memories of all the people who shaped his life, from teachers and priests to grandparents. 

One of the most lastIng memories [have of Ryan was when [visited him as he underwent treatment in Bethesda, Maryland in April, 2000. 
At that time, Ryan told me of the great pride and gratitude he felt for having been part of the UW-L Geography Department, and to have had a good 
relationship with every single UW-L Geography faculty member. 

[n Spring, 1995, Ryan was acceptcd for the graduate program in geography at the University of Florida, Gainesville, and began wo rk on 
his Master's degree under the direction of Professor Edward 1. Malecki ofUF in August, 1995. This experience, which resulted in both the Masters 
and the PhD. degrees was a very positive one for both Ryan, Professor Malecki, and other faculty and students at UF. 

[n November, 1999, Ryan was diagnosed with canccr. With the tremendous support of his wife Angela (Angie), family members from 
La Crosse, and the moral support of many friends, he struggled very courageously for one full year to overcome his illness. He died in Gainesville 
on December 17,2000. He was 27 years old. [n recognition of his outstanding teaching and scholarship, the University of Florida awarded Ryan 
Poeh ting the Ph.D. posthumously in May 2001. The Hank Poehling family of La Crosse has established scholarsh ips in Ryan's memory at both 
UW-La Crosse and the University of Florida . 

.. GI10BGEl N~ BUPPI1BT .. 
Written by Dr. Dean Wilder, University of Wisconsin - La Crosse1 

Ql)eorge Huppert began his career at UWL in 1979 as an academic staff member with the Deparnnent of Geography and Earth Science. He became 
an assistant professor of Geography in 1982, was promoted to associate professor in 1985, and granted tenure in 1986. Gcorge was promoted to 
full professor in 1988. George served as the chairperson of the Department of Geography and Earth Science from 1996 until his death. 

At the time of his appointment to the UWL faculty, George had earned a bachelor'S degree in Geography from the University of North 
Carolina (1968), two masters of arts degrees from the University of Idaho (1971 and 1972), and a masters of science degree in statistical methods 
and a doctorate in Geography, both from the University of Northern Colorado (1979). George was a model for his students because he himselfwas 
a true "lifelong leamer," and in May of 200 1 he earned a long-sought degree in Geology from Winona State University. 

The National Council For Gcographic Education recogni zed Georgc's ability as a teacher by granting him its Distinguished Teaching 
Achievement Award in 1987. A line from a letter written by one of his students in support of his nomination for the award best expresscs George's 
character as a teacher " .. ... Dr. Huppert is more than just a teacher, he is an enthusiast, a counselor, a friend, a confidant, and even a cheerleader 
for all students, but most of all, he is a professional educator who is dedicated to the academic as we,ll as geographic discipline." 

Georgc's research interests and publications focused on cave and karst protection and management; caves and the legal system; karst 
geomorphology; groundwater pollution; and, more recently, caves as si.tes for undergraduate research. He published numerous articles and book 
chapters, and presented over 100 papers on speleological topics at professional meetings in the United States and 12 foreign countries. George's 
active involvement in his profession earned him well-deserved respect and recognition from his peers both nationally and internationally. He was 
elected a Fellow in the Nutional.speleological Society in 1983, and an Explorers Club Fel.low in 1985. He was an active member of the Association 
of American Geographers and a member of the Geological Society of America. The Amer·ican Institute of Professional Geologists granted George 
Certified Professional Geologist status in 1987. He served as the Viee President for Conservation of the American Cave Conservation Association, 
and was active in national cave management symposia. George served as a member of the Intemational Geographical Union CommIssion for 
Sustainable Development and Management of Karst Terrains, and was Adjunct Secretary for Conservation ofthe International Union for Speleology. 
George's efforts on behalf of cave conservation were recogn ized in i996 with the National Speleological Society Conservation Award. 

George made signifIcant contributions through the years to the Department of Geography and Earth Science, to UWL, and to the broader 
community through service on numerous committees and boards, and through his tcaching and public speaking. George's enthusiasm for teaching 
reached beyond the UWL classroom to young students in many of the area schools, bringing to them the wonders and excitemcnt of the study of 
Geogmphy, especially of caves. He brought that same kind of enthusiasm for geography to his University students and it is fitting that the George 
Huppert Memorial Scholarship has been established to honor his memory. 

tRead by UW-L Provost Ron Rada at memorial service for Dr. George Hupp~rt held on Saturday October 27, 2001. 
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